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What are flying foxes?

Flying foxes, also known as fruit bats, are winged mammals belonging to the 
sub-order group of  megabats. Unlike the smaller insectivorous microbats, the 
animal navigates using their eye sight and smell, as opposed to echolocation, 
and feed on nectar, pollen and fruit. Flying foxes forage from over 100 
species of  native plants and may supplement this diet with introduced plants 
found in gardens, orchards and urban areas.

Of  the four species of  flying foxes native to mainland Australia, three reside 
in the Gladstone Region. These species include the grey-headed flying fox 
(Pteropus poliocephalus), black flying fox (Pteropus alecto) and little red 
flying fox (Pteropus scapulatus). 

All of  these species are protected under the Nature Conservation Act 
1992 and the grey-headed flying fox is also listed as ‘vulnerable’ under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Flying foxes are social animals that roost in communal camps during the day. 
These camps provide resting places and are important for social interaction, 
mating and rearing of  young. Camps can be occupied permanently, seasonally 
or temporarily, and the number of  occupants often varies throughout the 
year. In particular, the influx of  large numbers of  the nomadic little red flying 
fox can contribute to sudden variations in camp size. 

Flying foxes and humans

Habitat loss as well as the lack of  food and shelter has pushed flying foxes 
to roost and forage in urban areas. As a result, human-flying fox interaction 
has increased along with the misconception that flying foxes are growing in 
number.

Conflict between flying foxes and humans mainly occurs when a roost is 
located in the vicinity of  residential areas. People living near flying fox 
camps may be affected by noise, odour and droppings. Flying foxes use 
sound to communicate, mainly during dawn and dusk when they are arriving 
or departing their camp, during the mating season, or in response to a 
disturbance. The main odour associated with flying foxes is the scent male 

flying foxes use to mark their territory and to attract females during the 
mating season. 

Do flying foxes carry diseases?

Like most wildlife and pets, flying foxes may carry diseases that can affect 
humans. Australian Bat Lyssavirus can be transmitted directly from flying 
foxes to humans. The risk of  contracting Lyssavirus is extremely low, with 
transmission only possible through direct contact of  saliva from an infected 
animal with a skin penetrating bite or scratch. 

Flying foxes are natural hosts of  the Hendra virus, however, there is no 
evidence that the virus can be transmitted directly to humans. It is believed 
that the virus is transmitted from flying foxes to horses through exposure to 
urine or birthing fluids. Vaccination is the most effective way of  reducing the 
risk of  the virus infecting horses. 

Do flying foxes contaminate my rainwater?

Droppings from many animals, including flying foxes, may end up on your 
roof  and be washed into your rainwater tank with rain. Where rainwater is 
collected for drinking purposes, it is recommended that first flush diverters 
are installed to discard contaminants prior to clean water being collected. For 
more information regarding rainwater please refer to Queensland Health on 
1343 2584 (13 HEALTH). 

Flying foxes and the environment

Flying foxes play a vital role in maintaining the resilience of  native forest 
ecosystems. When feeding on the blossoms and fruits of  native trees, flying 
foxes pollinate flowers and disperse seed over great distances. It is estimated 
that a single flying fox can disperse up to 60,000 seeds in one night.

While other animals also contribute to pollination and seed dispersal, the high 
mobility and long distances regularly travelled by flying foxes makes them 
unique in their ability to maintain the genetic diversity of  ecosystems. This 
helps provide a link between isolated patches of  forest and strengthens these 
communities against landscape fragmentation and environmental changes. 
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Through this role, flying foxes act as a key species to provide habitat for 
other flora and fauna, and add value for other forest uses such as hardwood 
timber, honey and native plant industries. 

Our management intent
Under the Nature Conservation Act 1992, local governments have the 
authority to undertake flying fox roost management in designated Urban 
Flying Fox Management Areas, defined by the Department of  Environment 
and Heritage Protection (DEHP). 

Gladstone Regional Council has adopted a Statement of  Management 
Intent to define our approach to the management of  flying fox roosts. The 
statement can be found at Council’s website www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/living-
with-wildlife.

Under the statement, Council will only consider taking action to manage flying 
fox roosts that are located on, or partially on Council owned or State land. 
Council will have no involvement in the management of  roosts located solely 
on private land. 

Factors that Council will consider when managing flying fox roosts, include: 

• Wellbeing and impacts to nearby residents
• Risks to human health or wellbeing
• Costs and availability of  funding
• Number of  flying foxes, species composition and lifecycle stage (i.e. 

breeding or rearing young)
• Number of  years that the flying foxes have occupied the roost site (i.e. 

their level of  ‘attachment’ to the site)
• The likelihood of  flying foxes relocating to a site that would cause 

greater conflict.

There are a number of  flying fox roost sites throughout the Gladstone Region, 
with varying proximity to urban areas. Council regularly monitors known flying 
fox roosts located on Council owned or State land. 

Members of  the public should not handle flying foxes or other bats
If  bitten or scratched by a flying fox or bat, wash the wound gently but 
thoroughly with soap and water for at least five minutes.  Do not scrub the 
wound.  Apply an antiseptic and cover the wound.  You should seek immediate 

medical advice and contact Queensland Health on 1343 2584 (13 HEALTH).  

Catching diseases directly from flying foxes and other bats is extremely 
unlikely.

What should I do if  I find a dead flying fox?

Council will only attend to a deceased animal in a public area.  Council will not 
collect deceased animals on private property. 

What should I do if  I find an injured flying-fox? 

Do not touch it.  Contact Council’s Parks and Environment division during 
business hours on (07) 4977 6899 or out of  hours RSPCA on 1300 ANIMAL 
(1300 264 625).

Additional information 

For more information on living with flying foxes please visit the Department of  
Environment and Heritage Protection website at www.ehp.qld.gov.au/wildlife/
livingwith/flyingfoxes/living-with-flying-foxes.html

If  you would like more information on flying fox and human health please 
visit Queensland health’s website at www.conditions.health.qld.gov.au/
HealthCondition/condition/14/33/14/Bats-human-health

How can you contact us?

 (07) 4970 0700

 STD CALLS: 1300 733 343 
 For those residents who currently incur STD call rates when 
 contacting their local  customer service centre

 (07) 4975 8500

 info@gladstonerc.qld.gov.au

 www.gladstone.qld.gov.au








