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Elected Members
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Councillor D Branthwaite

Officers
Mrs L Dowling (Chief Executive Officer)
Mrs R Millett (Executive Secretary)
Mr M Holmes (General Manager Finance Governance and Risk)
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G/0.3.2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil

G/0.3.3. MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE

Nil

G/0.3.4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Nil
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G/1. MAYORAL STATEMENT OF CURRENT ISSUES

Firstly, I would like to say thank you to our volunteers around the Gladstone Region, we have recently been 
celebrating Volunteers Week and saying thank you to all our volunteers across the region. Not just those 
that volunteer at Council facilities, like the art gallery, library, botanic gardens and entertainment centre, 
it's our volunteers right across the region, whether they are in a sporting club, community group, SES or any 
volunteer organisation. We have had the opportunity to say thank you and I thank Councillors for attending 
those events right across the region. Without our volunteers, our community wouldn't be as awesome as it 
is. 
 
Also, recently we held the Santos GLNG Mayor's Charity Ball at the Gladstone Entertainment Convention 
Centre. The fundraising total is still being tallied from that weekend, but I can assure you that our three 
local beneficiaries will be looking forward to the funds that have been raised. The three beneficiaries are 
the Zonta Club of Gladstone, the Gladstone Animal Rescue Group and the Quoin Island Turtle Rehabilitation 
Centre who will no doubt be excited when we announce the total figure raised.
 
Recently we also welcomed The Smith Family to the Philip Street Communities and Families Precinct. The 
Smith Family have been operating in the Gladstone region for about 5 years and they have now setup in 
our Philip Street Communities and Families Precinct, which is the appropriate place for them to be located 
and to continue the good work that they are doing with our local families and local schools across the 
region, particularly in their Learning for Life program. They are doing great work and working with 
approximately 600 children across the Gladstone region to make sure that they have everything they need 
for their schooling. They are a fantastic organisation and I thank The Smith Family for setting up in our 
Philip Street Communities and Families Precinct. 
 
Eco Fest was on the weekend which is part of World Environment Day and thank you Councillors who were 
able to attend, Councillor Desley O'Grady and Councillor Glenn Churchill for representing me on the day as I 
unfortunately couldn't be there.  It is always a fantastic event at the Gladstone Tondoon Botanic Gardens 
and thank you to everyone involved.
 
The National General Assembly of Local Government is coming up next week in Canberra. It is where all 537 
councils across the country come together and unite and discuss issues that are relevant to local councils 
right across the country and put those issues that are affecting local councils to the Federal Government. 
Following that will also be the Australian Councils of Local Government which has been organised by the 
Federal Government.
 
Tannum Sands High School will be celebrating their 25th Anniversary. On Friday 16 June 2023 there is a 
special assembly and on Saturday 17 June 2023 there are official celebrations. Congratulations to the team 
at Tannum Sands High School on 25 years, a huge celebration. I'm sure all past students from Tannum 
Sands High School will be looking forward to coming back and enjoying a weekend of celebrations.
 
The Queensland Country Women's Association (QCWA) 100 year celebration for the Gladstone Port Curtis 
division is on Monday 19 June 2023. I know a number of QCWA's across the region have been celebrating 
their 100th anniversary over the past few months and it is now time for the Gladstone Port Curtis branch to 
have their celebration.
 
The Sport and Active Living Expo is coming up at the Philip Street Communities and Families Precinct this 
weekend, Sunday 11 June 2023. This is for sporting clubs and organisations, fitness and wellbeing 
businesses to showcase what they offer in the Gladstone region. Should be a fantastic event. Later on in 
that afternoon we have An Unlikely Conversation with rugby league legend, Darius Boyd, speaking about 
men's health awareness. I encourage everyone to get along and enjoy the Sport and Active Living Expo.
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Recently we held the First Nations Chamber of Commerce and Industry Summit 2023 at the Gladstone 
Entertainment Convention Centre. Well done to Matthew Cooke and Joshua Hollingsworth for organising 
that event. It was a huge event and fantastic to see our new industries and existing industries supporting 
our First Nations People and making sure that as the wealth is created across our region, everyone in our 
local community is included, in particular our First Nations people in the Gladstone region. 
 
Now for an exciting part, our Economic Transition Road Map Award. For those who don't know, we have 
the Gladstone Region Economic Transition Road Map 2022 - 2032 which is something we launched on 15 
November 2022 and it is about setting our community up for the next 10 years to make sure we are well 
placed to deal with the change in our economy, the transition in terms of renewable energies and 
supporting our existing industries and new industries. 

It is about making sure we have learnt from the lessons of the past. We appreciate the local industries in 
our region including the LNG industries, but we all know the pain that our community went through during 
that massive boom and that bust that followed and this road map is something that Council has put 
together, in partnership with the Next Economy, to make sure our Gladstone region is appropriately ready 
and prepared for the transition that is yet to come and in the middle of. 

We have received an award for the Economic Transition Road Map and been recognised by the Local 
Government Managers Australia Queensland for Excellence in Collaboration. 

This is all about collaborating with our existing industries and new industries, local council and other levels 
of government and our community. Congratulations to Garry Scanlan, Economic Development Specialist, 
and the working group team, they have done an amazing job in putting that together in collaboration with 
our community. 

Make no mistake, our community is going through a transition, the country is going through a transition 
and we started these conversations at a time when no one wanted to discuss renewable energies, no one 
wanted to talk about solar farms, wind farms and hydrogen, but our Council had the foresight to be able to 
have that conversation with our community, have that conversation with our local industries, be prepared 
and get a document ready and in place to set us up for the future. I can tell you that other local councils 
across the country, and the state, are very envious of the road map and some are looking at copying it as 
well, and we welcome the opportunity for them to do that. 

It is about our community being prepared for what is to come. I am very excited that it has received awards 
and very happy that Garry's hard work, the working groups hard work and the work of the Next Economy 
has been rewarded with an award from the Local Government Managers Australia Queensland.
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G/3. DEPUTATIONS

Nil
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G/4. OFFICERS' REPORTS
G/4.1. REPEAL OF UNIFORM AND PPE POLICY

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk 

Prepared By: Governance Business Partner

Council Meeting Date:  6 June 2023

File Ref: CM28.2

 
Purpose: 

This report recommends the repeal of the existing Uniform and PPE Policy to allow this activity to be 
managed operationally under the leadership of the Chief Executive Officer and Executive Team.

Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council repeal its existing P-2019-20 Uniform and PPE Policy.

GM/23/5005 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Muszkat
Seconded Cr Hansen

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/4.2. REVIEW OF AMENITY AND AESTHETICS POLICY

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk 

Prepared By: Governance Business Partner

Council Meeting Date:  6 June 2023

File Ref: CM28.2

 
Purpose: 

This report recommends changes to Council’s Amenity and Aesthetics Policy to take effect from 1 July 2023.

Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council:
 

1. Repeal existing P-2018-02 Amenity and Aesthetics Policy; and
 

2. Adopt proposed P-2023-04 Amenity and Aesthetics Policy as presented in Addendum 1 to take 
effect from 1 July 2023.

GM/23/5006 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Hansen
Seconded Cr Branthwaite

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/4.3. REVIEW OF RESIDENTIAL BOUNDARY RELAXATION POLICY

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk

Prepared By: Governance Business Partner

Council Meeting Date:  6 June 2023

File Ref: CM28.2

 
Purpose: 

This report recommends changes to Council’s Residential Boundary Relaxation Policy to take effect from 1 
July 2023. 

Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council:
 

1. Repeal existing P-2018-01 Residential Boundary Relaxation Policy; and
 

2. Adopt proposed P-2023-05 Residential Boundary Relaxation Policy as presented in Addendum 2 
to take effect from 1 July 2023.

GM/23/5007 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Cameron
Seconded Cr Churchill

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/4.4. SHOW HOLIDAY 2024

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk 

Prepared By: Governance Business Partner

Council Meeting Date:  6 June 2023

File Ref: CM23.1

 
Purpose: 

The purpose of this report is to nominate a preferred show holiday for the region in 2024. 

Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council nominate Monday 12 August 2024 as the Show Holiday for the Gladstone Regional Council 
local government area in 2024. 

GM/23/5008 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Goodluck
Seconded Cr O'Grady

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/5. COUNCILLORS REPORT

Councillor Rick Hansen mentioned that accommodation was scarce over the weekend with a lot of events 
on including Beach Arts Music, Benaraby Drags 4wd (biggest event of the year for the drags), a regional 
netball carnival, a regional central districts carnival for basketball in under 14s, Eco Fest on Sunday, 
Gladstone Tennis Open, Andersons Auto 70th Birthday and Gladstone Entertainment Convention Centre had 
a big event as well with 450 competitors. Cr Hansen mentioned that our volunteers would've been running 
thing and passed on congratulations to all of the volunteers involved in the weekend. Cr Hansen noted that 
it was a great weekend in Gladstone.

Mayor Burnett mentioned the Andersons Auto 70th Birthday celebration and congratulated Les and Brad 
and the Anderson family for 70 years operating in our local community.

Councillor Natalia Muskzat noted there is always something on in Gladstone. Cr Muszkat mentioned that 
the new Winter Events booklet is out and recommended everyone to pick up a copy. 

Cr Muszkat congratulated Gladstone Area Promotion and Development Ltd (GAPDL) Communities for 
Children and artist Nikki Johnson from The Gooreng Gooreng People for the publishing of the book, The 
Blue Tiger. Cr Muszkat noted that the book was launched a couple of weeks ago and will be available in all 
of Council's libraries and some schools around the region. Cr Muszkat mentioned that the book has a lot of 
educational content and information regarding the Gooreng Gooreng Peoples culture and traditions.

Councillor Glenn Churchill mentioned that a meeting was held recently with the National Emergency 
Management Agency (NEMA) members Noni Ryan, Recovery Support Officer Central Queensland and Heidi 
Carolan, Digital Content Producer, who came up from Canberra. Cr Churchill noted that the meeting was 
held to discuss how Council is progressing with the funding that was received under the Black Summer 
Bushfire Recovery Grants program, over $2m, with the three projects being the First Nations Fire Officer; 
Local Disaster Management Coordination Centre upgrade; and Miriam Vale Community Centre Upgrade. Cr 
Churchill noted that the NEMA members were able to attend a culture burn lead by Michael Willmot, 
Council's First Nations Fire Officer. Cr Churchill mentioned that it was an opportunity to provide an insight 
into what Council is doing, that Council is being efficient with the funding and being effective to be able to 
create the model which is a first for Queensland. Cr Churchill noted that two officers from NEMA will be 
attending the Mount Larcom show to discuss with the show society the funding that they were successful 
in receiving for the Community Disaster Recover Hub and Animal Refuge. Mark Holmes, General Manager 
Finance, Governance and Risk noted that the cultural burn initiative is a Queensland first and there are only 
a handful around the nation and that NEMA were looking at how they can support that activity more 
broadly. Mr Holmes noted that Council is seeing the benefit from embracing the practices and looking at 
how Council engages with the Queensland Fire Emergency Services and merging the practices.

Councillor Desley O'Grady mentioned that the Gladstone Port Curtis Division of Queensland Country 
Women's Association (QCWA) has a 'Sit Less Move More' walk on Sunday 11 June 2023 at the Millennium 
Esplanade with a 2km, 5km, 7km and 12km walk. Cr O'Grady noted that the registrations have closed, 
however encouraged anyone interested to contact the Gladstone Port Curtis Division QCWA regarding 
attending.

Cr O'Grady mentioned that the Mount Larcom Show Ball is coming up, on Saturday 17 June 2023 and that 
the event starts at 7pm with the cost being $10. Cr O'Grady noted that the event is family friendly and that 
winners from the ball will be attending the Mount Larcom Show, which is on Saturday 24 May and Sunday 
25 May 2023, wearing their sashes and being a part of the grand parade.
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Councillor Kahn Goodluck mentioned that he attended the opening of Powerlink's Interim Facility. Cr 
Goodluck noted that Powerlink is the state entity that controls all the poles, wires and transmission 
infrastructure across Queensland and have traditionally only had a presence in Brisbane but have opened a 
facility in Gladstone. Cr Goodluck mentioned that Powerlink are looking to build a state of the art facility in 
Gladstone which will be the Powerlink Supergrid Transmission and Training Hub. Cr Goodluck noted that 
the facility will provide training opportunities to all the various trades, engineering and information 
technology and all the associated professions that are needed for transmissions infrastructure. Cr Goodluck 
welcomed Powerlink to the region and acknowledged the opportunities that this will provide to our 
community and assist in the transition that is being experienced.

Mayor Burnett mentioned that it is the middle of Pride Week, which began on Friday 2 June 2023 at 
Gladstone Cinemas with a movie night as part of the Rainbow on the Reef Pride Festival. Mayor Burnett 
noted that the Festival continues with events throughout the week before wrapping up on Saturday 10 
June 2023 with the Fair Day at the Marina Parklands.
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G/2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
G/2.1. CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES FOR 16 MAY 2023

Responsible Officer: Chief Executive Officer

Prepared By: Executive Secretary

Council Meeting Date: 6 June 2023

File Ref: CM7.2

 
Purpose:
 
Confirmation of the minutes of the General Meeting held on 16 May 2023.
 
Officer's Recommendation:

That the minutes of the General Meeting of Council held on 16 May 2023 be confirmed.

GM/23/5009 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Churchill
Seconded Cr Cameron

That the minutes for the General Meeting of 16 May 2023, be amended at Agenda Item G4.6 COMMUNITY 
INVESTMENT PROGRAM - FUNDING APPLICATIONS, to include a clarification that Gladstone Area 
Promotion Development Ltd (GAPDL) is utilising Council funding for its intended purpose.

CARRIED
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G/6. URGENT BUSINESS

Nil

G/7. NOTICE OF MOTION

Nil

G/8. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

Nil

There being no further business the Mayor formally closed the meeting.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9:30AM.
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ATTACHMENTS
Addendum 1



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 6 JUNE 2023

16 of 24



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 6 JUNE 2023

17 of 24



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 6 JUNE 2023

18 of 24



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 6 JUNE 2023

19 of 24



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 6 JUNE 2023

20 of 24



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 6 JUNE 2023

21 of 24

Addendum 2
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