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Elected Members
Councillor - Mayor M J Burnett
Councillor G G Churchill
Councillor K Goodluck
Councillor R A Hansen
Councillor D V O'Grady
Councillor C A Trevor
Councillor N Muszkat
Councillor C Cameron
Councillor D Branthwaite

Officers
Mrs L Dowling (Chief Executive Officer)
Mrs R Millett (Executive Secretary)
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Mr M Holmes (General Manager Finance Governance and Risk)
Ms C Quinn (General Manager Strategy and Transformation)
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Mr J Tumbers (General Manager Operations)
Mr M Francis (General Manager Strategic Asset Performance)
Mr R Huth (General Manager Customer Experience)
Mr T Mienie (General Manager People Culture and Safety)
Ms J Bolt (Governance Trainee)
Mr M Harris (Media Advisor)
Mr D Dunett (Digital Content Officer)
Ms L Cattermole (Community Investment Officer)
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Mr G Scanlan (Economic Development Specialist) 

G/0.3.2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil

G/0.3.3. MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE

Nil
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G/0.3.4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Mayor Burnett 

Mayor Matthew Burnett declared a conflict of interest in Item G/6.1 Tender 66-23 Dawson Highway 
and Drynan Drive, Intersection Signalisation as while he was the Labor Party candidate for Flynn in the 
recent Federal Election, the Labor party made a commitment for funding towards the project. Mayor 
Burnett advised that as Council is the contractor for the project he has a conflict of interest. 

Mayor Burnett left the room during consideration of item G/6.1.
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G/1. MAYORAL STATEMENT OF CURRENT ISSUES

I would like to start by acknowledging our Citizen of the Year and Australia Day Award winners. Our Citizen 
of the Year, Suzanne Thorne; our Young Citizen of the Year, Elle Hetherington; our Sport and Recreation 
Award winner, John Roeser; Young Peoples Sport and Recreation Award, Olivia Lester; the Arts and Culture 
Award, Clyde Cameron; the Community Event Award went to the Ubobo Soldiers Settlement Centenary; 
the Community Volunteer Award, David Noye; and the Mayor's Community Champion, Cheryl Latimer. 
Congratulations to all those winners and everyone who was nominated, I know there can only be one 
winner but everyone who was nominated in every one of those categories has just done so much for our 
community and so much for their area, whether that be sport and recreation or community volunteering, 
we thank them all for their service to our community and congratulate the winners.
 
Of course on the same night we welcomed about fifty new Australian citizens to the Gladstone region from 
twenty one different countries. So fantastic to have, as I said last time, our new citizens being welcomed on 
the same night as we acknowledged the people that have given back so much to our local community. 
 
We had Australia Day festivities for the first time at East Shores and in Rosedale, Turkey Beach and Builyan 
and of course right across the region there was events as well. The Bulls, Boots & BBQ's at the Calliope 
Rodeo on the Saturday and just a bunch of activities for Australia Day right across the region, Agnes Water 
had a fun day there as well. Thank you to Kylie and her team again for putting on our Australia Day events 
across the region. East Shores was very popular and I'm sure in two years time it will be back there again, 
but next year the regional event will be back in Millennium Esplanade.
 
History was created in Gladstone on Saturday with the NRL Dolphins running on the field for the very first 
time against our Central Queensland Capras. I think anyone who was there will agree it was not just a 
fantastic day of footy but a fantastic weekend of footy as well with the coaching clinics and the all abilities 
clinic and the sportsman lunch and everything else that went with it. It was certainly good to see the 
Dolphins run on for their very first game at Marley Brown. As I said to the Dolphins CEO on Sunday, the best 
part was watching the kids run out on the field at half time and full time, although they did struggle to get 
them off the field after a while. The kids from the Gladstone region and visitors really had a fantastic time, 
and I think if the NRL would allow them to run on the field they might be able to burn off some energy 
during the half time breaks we might get a lot more kids back to the footy because it was just a fantastic 
day.
 
Events coming up in the Gladstone region of course the Agnes Blues, Roots & Rock Festival on Friday 17 
February to Sunday 19 February, you better get in and get tickets for that quickly. The Community Musical, 
Grease on 23 February, it starts then and then of course goes over a couple of weekends. The Tannum Crab 
Classic is coming up on Sunday 2 April as well, just a few events to keep you entertained over the next few 
weeks. 
 
This morning we have some special guests in our Gallery with us, it gives me great pleasure to recognise 
Brent Braddick and his career, a career which has spanned five decades, an incredible 38 years with the 
Gladstone Regional Council and Gladstone City Council.  Brent joins us today alongside his wife Raylene, 
thank you for joining us this morning. Brent commenced his career in January 1985 and worked in several 
roles including the Ganger at the Tondoon Botanic Gardens, the Horticultural Foreman for the city, 
Technical Officer for Parks before stepping into the newly created Curator of the Tondoon Botanic Gardens 
in 2005 - a role he has held for the past eighteen years. Brent's knowledge and experience was integral in 
the development of the Tondoon Botanic Gardens, no one can dispute that, for the past thirty four years, 
and he has lived on-site with his family. 
 
On behalf of Gladstone Regional Council, I would like to thank you for your commitment and dedication in 
the fundamental role you have played, and is not limited to, but let me mention a few. 
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For the Gladstone City: the planning and development of many parks and median strips; the planting of 
thousands of trees; the planning of kilometres of irrigation around the city and around the region.
 
For the Tondoon Botanic Gardens: your involvement in the development of the Tondoon collection 
database, which is still to date the only database from a Botanic Garden in Queensland that can digitally 
'talk' to the Queensland Herbarium. Surveying the location of nearly all the plants in Tondoon, linked with 
accurate origin documentation, nursery records and planting records for virtually all the plants in the 
Gardens, which can now be searched and viewed on a digital interactive map in the field, this is a highly 
significant achievement. In Australia, only the National Botanic Gardens in Canberra and the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Sydney have similar systems, not bad for regional Queensland. The development of course of the 
Norm Gibson Herbarium, which now contains around four thousand species collected from plants growing 
in this region. Discovering four new plant species; and working alongside many volunteers and educating 
our region on all thing's flora. 
 
Brent, we wish you health and happiness and the best in your retirement and thank you for your 
contribution to our community for the past 38 years. Our Botanic Gardens are what they are today because 
the work you have put into them, so thank you very much.
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G/2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
G/2.1. CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES FOR 17 JANUARY 2023

Responsible Officer: Chief Executive Officer

Council Meeting Date: 7 February 2023

File Ref: CM7.2

 
Purpose:
 
Confirmation of the minutes of the General Meeting held on 17 January 2023.
 
Officer's Recommendation:
 
That the minutes of the General Meeting of Council held on 17 January 2023 be confirmed.

GM/23/4917 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Churchill
Seconded Cr Trevor

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/3. OFFICERS' REPORTS
G/3.1. 2022 YOUTH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT AND 2023 YOUTH COUNCIL 

ENDORSEMENT

Responsible Officer: General Manager Community Development and Events 

Council Meeting Date: 7 February 2023

File Ref: CC9.10 

 
Purpose: 

The purpose of this report is to give an overview of the work and achievements of the Gladstone Region 
Youth Council Advisory Committee in 2022 and to consider proposed appointments for endorsement to the 
Gladstone Region Youth Council Advisory Committee for 2023.

Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council:
 

1. Receive the 2022 Gladstone Region Youth Council Advisory Committee Annual Report and the 2022 
Youth Summit Key Reflections Report; and

 
2. Appoint the following 11 nominees to the Gladstone Region Youth Council Advisory Committee 

for a term of 1 year expiring on 31 December 2023:
 

 Rommiel Malig  Rachel Smith 
 Emma Roulston  Jakob Humphries 
 Chloe Sydes  Alahni Rozycki 
 Jessica Toms  Georgia Mossman 
 Tayla Bullen  Daniel Trainer
 Jie Xi Zang  

 

GM/23/4918 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Hansen
Seconded Cr O'Grady

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/3.2. COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM - IMPACT EVENT APPLICATION

Responsible Officer: General Manager Community Development and Events  

Council Meeting Date: 7 February 2023

File Ref: GS 3.1

 
Purpose: 
 
To consider the recommendation of the Community Investment Panel on an application received under the 
Impact Fund.  
 
Officer's Recommendation: 
 
That Council: 
 

1. Adopt the Community Investment Panel recommendation of funding for the applications received 
under the categories of funding tabled below: 

 

Application ID Applicant Project Recommended 
Amount

IMPACT001 Rainbow on the Reef Ltd Rainbow on the Reef Festival and 
Fair Day $21,250

Total Funding Requested $21,250

 
and 
 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer or delegate to finalise and execute funding agreements with 
the successful applicants detailing relevant entitlements and conditions.

GM/23/4919 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Muszkat
Seconded Cr Churchill

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/3.3. SALE OF LAND

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk 

Council Meeting Date:  7 February 2023

File Ref: RV7.1

 
Purpose: 

This report identifies properties that have outstanding rates in excess of three years and recovery action is 
available under the Local Government Regulation 2012.
 
Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council, pursuant to section 140(2) of Local Government Regulation 2012, resolve to sell the 41 
properties listed in Attachment 1 to the officer’s report, for overdue rates and charges

GM/23/4920 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Hansen
Seconded Cr Branthwaite

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/3.4. AUDIT RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES - 30 NOVEMBER 2022

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk 

Council Meeting Date: 7 February 2023

File Ref: CM26.2

 
Purpose: 

To present a report about the matters presented at the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee meeting 
held 30 November 2022, pursuant to section 211 of the Local Government Regulation 2012.
 
Officer's Recommendation: 

The Council receive the minutes of the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee Meeting that was held on 
30 November 2022.

GM/23/4921 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Goodluck
Seconded Cr O'Grady

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/3.5. REVIEW OF PROPERTY AND LEASING POLICIES

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk 

Council Meeting Date:  7 February 2023

File Ref: CM28.2

 
Purpose: 

To consider changes proposed following review of the Corporate Property Policy and Leasing of Land for 
Sport and Recreation Purposes Policy. 
 
Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council:

1. Repeal existing P-2016-23 Corporate Property Policy; 
2. Repeal existing P-2017-35 Leasing of Land for Sport and Recreation Purposes Policy; and
3. Adopt P-2023-02 Land Transaction Policy provided as Addendum 1. 

GM/23/4922 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Churchill
Seconded Cr Goodluck

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/3.6. 2023 SMART CITY SUMMIT AND EXPO - TAIWAN

Responsible Officer: Chief Executive Officer

Council Meeting Date:  7 February 2023

File Ref: CM7.2

 
Purpose: 

To update Council on an invitation from Taipei Computer Association (TCA) and Taipei City Government to 
the Mayor to lead a Gladstone VIP delegation to present and participate at the 2023 Smart City Summit and 
Expo (SCSE) being held in Taipei Taiwan 28 to 31 March 2023 and hosted by National Development Council. 

Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council:
 

1. Authorise Mayor Matt Burnett and Economic Development Specialist to lead a delegation 
to present and participate at the 2023 Smart City Summit and Expo in 
Taiwan at the Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center from 28 to 31 March 2023. 

 

GM/23/4923 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr O'Grady
Seconded Cr Goodluck

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/4. DEPUTATIONS

Nil

G/5. COUNCILLORS REPORT

GM/23/4924 Procedural Motion: 
 
Moved Councillor Branthwaite 
 
That the Gladstone Healthy Harbour Partnership Stewardship Report 2022 be tabled. 
 
 
Councillor Darryl Branthwaite noted that the Stewardship Report is a collection of local stewardship 
activities, demonstrating what has been achieved, over the past years, to contribute to the continuing good 
health of the Gladstone Harbour. 
 
Cr Branthwaite advised that the Stewardship Report 2022 includes reports from the Gladstone Healthy 
Harbour Partnership chair; the Gidarjil Development Corporation Ltd; and the office of the Great Barrier 
Reef and World Heritage. Cr Branthwaite further noted that the report includes updates from Council on 
the facilitation of the Litter Education and Awareness Program (LEAP) which worked with local schools to 
take the next leap to prevent storm water pollution and additional reports from Council on waterway plant 
restoration and smarter road designs to stop the runoff to benefit the reef. The Stewardship Report 2022 
includes the Gladstone Ports Corporations success on the living seawalls and seagrass monitoring 
partnership which researched its 20-year milestone; Queensland Alumina Limited provides their five-year 
QAL environmental strategy wrap up; the Fitzroy Basin Association and CQ University report on the 
fisheries habitat restoration program being conducted at the Gladstone Harbour to restore seagrass 
meadows and ecosystems; Australia Pacific LNG and CQ University provide a report on teaching the next 
generation to protect the harbour with environmental education; Shell QGC advise the achievement of 
staff volunteers to help restore seagrass meadows; Gladstone Power Station (NRG) discuss responsibly 
managing ash waste; and Boyne Smelters Limited and Rio Tinto report on funding initiatives with long-
lasting impact. 
 
Cr Branthwaite encouraged everyone to read the report which is available in various areas around the 
region and online.
 
Cr Branthwaite further noted the Harbour Health Report Card is due this month and to look out for the 
launch throughout the region.

The meeting was adjourned for morning tea at 9:57am and reconvened at 10:33am.
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G/6. URGENT BUSINESS
G/6.1. TENDER 66-23 DAWSON HIGHWAY AND DRYNAN DRIVE, INTERSECTION 

SIGNALISATION

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk

Council Meeting Date: 7 February 2023

File Ref: PE1.1

Mayor Burnett (declarable conflict of interest)
left the room for Agenda Item G/6.1. and did not participate in the decision.

(refer G/0.3.1. Disclosure of Interest section of the minutes - page 4)

GM/23/4925 Procedural Motion:

Moved: Cr Hanson
Seconded: Cr Cameron

That in accordance with the Local Government Regulation 2012, section 254J, Council close the meeting to 
discuss Item G/6.1 Tender 66-23 Dawson Highway and Drynan Drive, Intersection Signalisation.

Item G/6.1 Tender 66-23 Dawson Highway and Drynan Drive, Intersection Signalisation will be closed under 
section 254J (g) negotiations relating to a commercial matter involved the local government for which a 
public discussion would be likely to prejudice the interest of the local government as this item will discuss 
contract negotiations.

CARRIED

The item was discussed and considered including the presentation of different options to consider and the 
opportunities and risks associated with the item.

GM/23/4926 Procedural Motion:

Moved: Cr Churchill
Seconded: Cr Banthwaite

That Council reopen the meeting to the public.
CARRIED

GM/23/4927 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr O'Grady
Seconded Cr Branthwaite

That Council endorse the Tender Evaluation Panel’s recommendation to accept the offer from Durack Civil 
Pty Ltd and delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to enter into a contract with Durack Civil Pty 
Ltd for Tender 66-23 Dawson Highway and Drynan Drive Signalisation subject to:

1. The finalisation of contract negotiations with Durack Civil Pty Ltd to the satisfaction of the Chief 
Executive Officer; and

2. Council receiving sufficient funding approval from the Department of Transport and Main Roads to 
complete the contract.

CARRIED
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G/7. NOTICE OF MOTION

Nil

G/8. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

Nil

There being no further business the Mayor formally closed the meeting.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 10.52am



GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 7 FEBRUARY 2023

17 of 33

ATTACHMENTS
Addendum 1
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Addendum 2
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