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Australian Early Development Census 
(AEDC)

Recorded as individuals I Reported as groups

• A nation wide census

• Evidence based

• Predictive of later health 
and educational outcomes

• Reflects the environments 
and experiences of children 
in their first 5 years of life. 



The AEDC in context – Just one piece of the 
puzzle 



Key outcomes of early 
brain development

Brain Weights
Newborn – 380grams
3yr old – 1270grams
Adolescent – 1450grams 



Early Years Plan: 
Our Future State Agenda

AEDC Data + 



The five domains of 
early childhood 
development



Adversity and inequities
Using data and evidence to understand and address child health and developmental 
inequities. Consider the sociodemographic factors in your community and think 
about their results in light of inequities.





Gladstone 
LGA

Total number of 
children measured: 

951

Average age of children at 
completion: 

5 years 
5 months

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Children: 

133 (14%)

Attended Kindergarten: 

716 (87.1%)

Female: 

456 (47.9%)

Male: 

495 (52.1%)



Demographics Queensland Gladstone LGA

Male
51.2% 52.1%

Female
48.8% 47.9%

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander                                
9.9% 14%

Born in another country
5.4% 3.8%

LBOTE
17.5% 9%

LBOTE English proficient
15.1% 8.1%

Special needs
5% 4.7%

Requires further assessment 18% 22.1%

Parent/carer actively engaged (learning) 72.4% 67.8%

Regularly read to at home 68.7% 62.4%

Adapting to school 72.5% 73.7%







Gladstone LGA





Queensland Great Start target: 
DV1 22% by 2025 
*2021 Gladstone DV1 26.2%
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Gladstone 26.2% 
increase by 5.5% 

since 2018
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How can we keep populations of children healthy 
and developing well?

Are we ok with the 
trajectory of 
children’s 

development in our 
communities?

What will it take to 
shift developmental 
vulnerability across 
the population so 

that all children are 
thriving?



Reflect

1. Does the AEDC data support 
or challenge your 
understanding of the 
community?

2. How do the AEDC domain 
results fit with your 
understanding of factors you 
feel are shaping the 
development of children in 
your community?

3. Looking at some of the 
Protective Factors in this 
slide, are there any ideas that 
come to mind in supporting 
the local community in the 
future?

4. How can you partner with 
families to support children? 

ARACY, 2015



User Guide: Policy Makers and 
Government Executive
This AEDC User Guide leads policy 
makers through the steps they might 
take when thinking about how to 
respond to AEDC data for their 
jurisdiction. It provides an example of 
a policy response in order to illustrate 
how the concepts can be applied to 
real-world situations

*See full document in your pack



National AEDC website
www.aedc.gov.au

Queensland AEDC website
www.earlychildhood.qld.gov.au

Resources



Linda Vella – DoE CQ ECEC Director
Linda.Vella@qed.qld.gov.au

Ph. 0417 191 463

Linda Arnall – DoE Transition Officer
Linda.Arnall@qed.qld.gov.au

Ph. 0436 649 685


