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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
  
  
  

  
HELD AT THE GLADSTONE ENTERTAINMENT AND CONVENTION CENTRE, 

56 GOONDOON STREET, GLADSTONE
  

On Tuesday 16 February 2021 
  

Commencing at 9.00am 

 

Leisa Dowling
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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G/0.3.2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE

APOLOGIES
 
An apology from Councillor Darryl Branthwaite was received due to his approved attendance at the LGAQ 
Waste conference. 
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G/0.3.3. MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE

Nil.
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G/0.3.4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Declarable Conflict of Interest

Cr Muszkat

Councillor Natalia Muszkat advised that in Agenda Item G/3.1 GLADSTONE AREA PROMOTION 
DEVELOPMENT LIMITED, she has a declarable conflict of interest as she is the Director of Strong 
Communities Limited who hold a service agreement with Gladstone Area Promotion & Development 
Limited (GAPDL).  However, although Cr Muszkat declared a conflict of interest, she advised she does not 
believe a reasonable person could have a perception of bias because item G/3.1 is a deputation update by 
GAPDL and is not seeking any decisions from Council.  Cr Muszkat advised she would like to remain in the 
room.

GM/21/4438 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Churchill 
Seconded Cr Hansen

That Cr Muszkat remain in the room for Agenda Item G/3.1.
CARRIED
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G/1. MAYORAL STATEMENT OF CURRENT ISSUES

I'd like to start by thanking Senator Anthony Chisolm who visited Gladstone on 3 February 2021 and hosted 
an inland rail round table at the Gladstone Engineering Alliance.  The Central Queensland Regional 
Organisation of Councils (CQROC) commissioned a report, which will be released soon, which proves the 
connection to Gladstone is the best economical Port destination.
 
On Thursday 4 February 2021, Cr Goodluck, CEO Leisa Dowling and I attended the first CQROC meeting for 
2021 in Rockhampton. Regional Queenslanders working together and during that meeting the Electoral 
Commission of Queensland declared the poll in the local by-election and Cr Tony Williams was sworn in as 
Mayor. Congratulations Tony.
 
Last week I travelled to Canberra with Bundaberg Mayor Jack Dempsey to represent Queensland Councils 
at the Australian Local Government Association Strategic Planning Meeting for 2021. While ALGA will 
continue to lobby on many issues that affect local government across Australia we agree to focus our 
attention on 5 key areas.
 

1. Financial Sustainability for Local Government. A return of Financial Assistance Grants to 1% of 
Commonwealth Taxation. These untied grants help reduce the cost to ratepayers and are especially 
vital for smaller Councils which rely on this funding to help with operational costs.

2. Roads and Infrastructure
3. Waste and Recycling
4. Disaster resilience & mitigation
5. A Seat a National Cabinet.

 
On 11 February 2021, Queensland Minister for Communities, Leeanne Enoch was in Gladstone and we took 
the opportunity to show the Minister around the Philip Street Communities and Families precinct, which is 
on target for completion in June. The precinct looks fantastic and the road works are going really well, I 
thank the Member for Flynn, Mr Ken O'Dowd for the $20 million he injected into the duplication of that 
road and all partners in the Philip Street Community Precinct.
 
On the same day the Queensland Co-ordinator General gave approval for the Alpha HPA project to proceed 
in the Gladstone State Development Area, which is fantastic news. Global demand for High Purity Alumina 
(HPA) is growing fast and the material can be used for applications such as coating for lithium ion batteries, 
in LED lights, and in scratch-resistant glass – which can be used for iPhones and iPads.
 
And yesterday I attended the final Queensland Connects workshop with Team Gladstone in the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Regional Entrepreneurship Acceleration Program (MIT REAP).
This program has been supported by the team at Queensland University of Technology with funding from 
the Queensland Government’s Advance Queensland initiative.  Team Gladstone Region has been and will 
continue to focus on the Must Win Battle of “Supporting Innovation Driven Entrepreneurship" which 
diversifies the regional economy. Exactly what we are doing at Gladstone Regional Council to Connect, 
Innovate and Diversify.

This weekend is the Agnes Blues Roots and Rock Festival. 3 day passes have completely sold out however 
last time I checked you could still purchase tickets for Friday and Sunday.  It is fantastic to see that event 
being so popular not just locally but right across Queensland.  Jump on their website, 
www.agnesbluesandroots.com.au, to get your tickets.
 
Also coming up is the Gladstone Region Community Musical Legally Blonde, which will start on Thursday 25 
February through to Saturday 27 February 2021 and continues on Friday 5 March and Saturday 6 March 
2021. Get your tickets at the GECC box office.
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And I wrap up by thanking Queensland Shadow Minister for Local Government, Ann Leahy for being here 
this morning and meeting with Councillors to provide a briefing.  Councillors also provided a briefing on the 
issues important to the Gladstone Region.



9 of 45

G/2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

G/2.1. CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES FOR 2 FEBRUARY 2021

Responsible Officer:    Chief Executive Officer

Council Meeting Date: 16 February 2021

File Ref: CM7.2

 
Purpose:
 
Confirmation of the minutes of the General Meeting held on 2 February 2021.
 
Officer's Recommendation:

That the minutes of the General Meeting of Council held on 2 February 2021 be confirmed.

GM/21/4439 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Hansen
Seconded Cr Trevor

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.
CARRIED
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G/3. DEPUTATIONS

G/3.1. GLADSTONE AREA PROMOTION AND DEVELOPMENT LIMITED

Responsible Officer: Chief Executive Officer

Council Meeting Date: 16 February 2021

File Ref: CM7.6

Purpose:  
  
Gladstone Area Promotion Development Limited (GAPDL) will provide an update to Council including recent 
activities and Key Performance Indicators.

Officers Recommendation:
  
That the deputation from Gladstone Area Promotion Development Limited (GAPDL) be received (attached 
as Addendum 1).

GM/21/4440 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Churchill
Seconded Cr Trevor

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.
CARRIED
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G/4. OFFICERS' REPORTS

G/4.1. LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEBT REFINANCING INITIATIVE

Responsible Officer: General Manager Finance Governance and Risk

Council Meeting Date:  16 February 2021

File Ref: FM9.3; CM28.2

 
Purpose: 
 
That Council consider options available to it with respect to the management of its corporate
debt, and the benefits of refinancing at lower interest rates, offered by Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning as part of the State Government recovery initiatives 
associated with the impacts of COVID-19 pandemic.
 
Officer's Recommendation: 
  
That Council:
 

1. Approve the submission of an application to the Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning (DSDILGP) to refinance the existing loans as 
per Option 4, detailed below:

Loan Account 
Number

Refinancing Term 
(Years) Repayments ERA

General 81147 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Calliope Refuse Reuse 80766 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Lake Awoonga Water 81049 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Agnes/1770 Sewerage 81047 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Regional Landfill 81052 20 Principal & Interest Cash
BITS Sewerage 81048 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Miriam Vale Water 81203 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Airport – GRC Portion 81044 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Airport – GAC Portion $29,800,000 Principal & Interest Debt
Airport – GAC Portion $13,670,156

81044 20
Interest Only Debt

Agnes/1770 Water 81050 20 Principal & Interest Cash
Entertainment Centre 81046 20 Principal & Interest Cash

2. Approve the submission of an application to DSDILGP to convert the Gladstone Airport Corporation 
(GAC) portion of the Airport loan in alignment with the Shareholder Loan Agreement as follows:
 $29,800,000 of shareholder loan to principal and interest; and
 $13,670,156 of shareholder loan to be interest only loan.

 
3. Delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to renegotiate the Shareholder Loan Agreement 

with the Gladstone Airport Corporation to reflect the refinancing arrangement.
 

4. Repeal P-2020-11 Debt Policy; and
 

5. Adopt P-2021-03 Debt Policy provided as Addendum 2.
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GM/21/4441 Council Resolution:
 
Moved Cr Goodluck
Seconded Cr Cameron
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.
 

CARRIED

A Division was called on the motion.
In Favour of the Motion: Crs Goodluck, O'Grady, Cameron, Hansen, Churchill, Burnett
Against the Motion: Crs Trevor and Muszkat 
Absent: Cr Branthwaite

The meeting was adjourned for morning tea at 11.13am
and reconvened at 11.37am
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G/4.2. MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 26 JANUARY 2021

Responsible Officer:   General Manager Finance Governance and Risk

Council Meeting Date:  16 February 2021

File Ref: FM15.1

 
Purpose: 
 
This report seeks Council adoption of the Monthly Financial Statements for the 2020-21 year to date, for the 
period ended 26 January 2021.  
 
Officer's Recommendation: 

That Council adopt the Monthly Financial Statements attached to the officer’s report for the 2020-21 year to 
date, for the period ended 26 January 2021 as required under Section 204 Local Government Regulation 
2012.

GM/21/4442 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Goodluck
Seconded Cr O'Grady

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.
CARRIED



14 of 45

G/4.3. OPERATIONAL PLAN - QUARTER TWO REPORT

Responsible Officer: General Manager Strategy and Transformation

Council Meeting Date:  16 February 2021

File Ref: CM 14.2

 
Purpose: 
 
To present the quarterly progress toward implementation of Gladstone Regional Council’s 2020/21 
Operational Plan for Quarter two, ending 31 December 2020.
 
Officer's Recommendation: 

That the 2020/21 Operational Plan – Quarter two report be noted.

GM/21/4443 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Goodluck
Seconded Cr Hansen

That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.
CARRIED
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G/4.4. PHILIP STREET COMMUNITIES AND FAMILIES PRECINCT - TERMS OF REFERENCE

Responsible Officer:   General Manager Community Development and Events

Council Meeting Date:  16 February 2021

File Ref: CC5.1, PRJ-076

 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council's endorsement to adopt the Philip Street Communities and 
Families Precinct Advisory Group Terms of Reference (TOR).  
 
Officer's Recommendation: 

That, in accordance with section 264 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council adopt the Philip 
Street Communities and Families Precinct Advisory Group Terms of Reference (TOR) as Addendum 3.

GM/21/4444 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Muszkat
Seconded Mayor Burnett

That, in accordance with section 264 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council adopt the Philip 
Street Communities and Families Precinct Advisory Group Terms of Reference (TOR) as Addendum 3 with 
the following amendments:

 4.1 Membership of the Committee shall be voluntary and consist of:

Ordinary Members
Up to six (6) representatives to include one (1) representative of the region's youth, one (1) 
representative of the indigenous community, one (1) representative of the culturally and 
linguistically diverse community, one (1) representative of the senior community and one (1) 
representative of the disability community.

 6.5    If a member does not attend at least three (3) meetings (half the minimum number of 
meetings to be held per year) without prior notification of a proposed absence, their position will 
be considered vacant.

CARRIED
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G/4.5. BUSINESS CONTINUITY MANAGEMENT POLICY REVIEW

Responsible Officer:  General Manager Finance Governance and Risk

Council Meeting Date:  16 February 2021

File Ref: CM28.2

 
Purpose: 
 
To present a proposed revision to the Business Continuity Policy for consideration and approval. 
 
Officer's Recommendation: 
  
That Council:
 

1. Repeal P-2014/34 - Business Continuity Policy; and
2. Adopt P-2021-04 Business Continuity Management Policy as Addendum 4.

GM/21/4445 Council Resolution:

Moved Cr Churchill
Seconded Cr Hansen
 
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted.

CARRIED
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G/5. COUNCILLORS REPORT

Nil.
 
G/6. URGENT BUSINESS

Nil.

G/7. NOTICE OF MOTION

Nil.

G/8. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

Nil.

There being no further business the Mayor formally closed the meeting.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 12.33pm

CERTIFICATION

I hereby confirm that I have read the minutes and they are a true and correct
record of the proceedings of the meeting. I certify that these 45 pages form the

official copy of Gladstone Regional Council General Meeting Minutes of the 16 February 2021.
 
 
 

......................................................
Mayor Matt Burnett

 
 
 

………/………/………...
Date
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