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From the Mayor

Welcome to Gladstone Regional Council’s Budget summary for 2020-21

This budget supports the strategic priorities set out in our
Corporate Plan and delivers the actions identified in our
2020-21 Operational Plan.

We prepared this budget during unprecedented and
challenging times as COVID-19 impacted our community
and economy in ways never experienced before.

The important path to recovery will be realised through
partnerships with other levels of government, community
groups, industry and economic partners so Council can
continue delivering effective services for our region.

While the long-term impacts of the pandemic are unclear,
there has been an obvious downturn in our local business
community and, unfortunately, people losing their jobs.
External government funding will provide Council with some
support for the year ahead, allowing service continuity and
infrastructure spending to stimulate our economy.

Council has listened to the community and | am pleased
to announce that as part of our commitment to freezing
Council rates for the 2020-21 financial year, ratepayers in
Rural, Residential, Commercial and Light Industrial land
categories (Rating Categories 1-16) will not pay more in
general rates or service changes than they did last year.

In order to give effect to the rates freeze, properties that
would have otherwise received an increase due to the
implementation of the rate cap will receive a COVID-19
concession to reduce their effective general rate to be
equivalent to the 2019-20 general rate levy.

Council’s 2020-21 Budget will feature financial assistance
from the Federal and State Governments totalling $15
million. This includes:

e $1.6m through the Federal Government’s accelerated
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program

e $8.2m from the Financial Assistance Grant, including
indexation

e $5.2m from the COVID Works for Queensland Program.

Council is also proud to declare for the eighth consecutive
year, there are no new borrowings. A focus on reducing
existing debt has seen interest bearing debt decline to
$100.2m by June 2021.

Freezing rates and charges this financial year will see

the average residential ratepayer receive a one per cent
decrease in the general rate. This budget will ensure key
projects continue and new projects are brought on to
boost employment opportunities and minimise the funding
burden for our ratepayers.

A $64m capital works program includes State and Federal
Government contributions of $27.2m, reflecting our effective
strategy of seeking specific funding for capital project
expenditure. This external investment will see important
projects delivered right across the region.

Council’s signature strategic project, the Philip Street
Communities and Families Precinct, is under construction
and will deliver a much-needed social services hub,
retirement village and aged care facility for the Gladstone
community. The precinct’s first stage is due for completion
by June 2021.

Funding has been allocated for three strategic projects
reflecting our vision to Connect, Innovate and Diversify
across the Gladstone Region.

Work will proceed on the design stage of the Boyne
Tannum Aquatic Recreation Centre, the development of the
Gladstone Coal Exporters Sports Complex (Marley Brown
Oval) and the Boyne Burnett Inland Rail Trail.

It has never been more important for Council to focus on
the economic development of the region as we work to
navigate a way through this pandemic-induced downturn.
Our objectives are to facilitate sustainable, financial and
environmentally responsible initiatives that advance the
economy but also meet the community’s need.

Our Economic Development Specialist will continue to
implement the Economic Development Strategy, working
with business and industry leaders to bring further
investment to the region.

The 2020-21 Capital expenditure of $64m includes
funding for community assets, parks, bridge upgrades and
replacements, footpath/cycle upgrades, road projects and
upgrades to wastewater and water supply infrastructure.

The focus of this budget is about helping our region recover
strongly from both natural disasters
and the COVID-19 health emergency.
Gratefully-received funding from
State and Federal Governments will
allow council to move ahead with
key projects providing employment
opportunities and meeting
community needs. Importantly, the
budget will ensure well maintained
infrastructure continues to
support cost effective service
delivery to our community
into the future.

M. ol

Matt Burnett
Mayor Gladstone
Regional Council

Our Community. Our Future.




Funding Highlights

Total project costs for the 2020-21 financial year.

$1.6M

Tondoon Botanic Gardens
upgrade of external lighting

$1.3M

Gladstone Aquatic Centre upgrade

$15,000
Mount Larcom to $837,000
Bracewell Road $1 15M Toolooa Street, Gladstone, pavement renewal
improvements Mount Larcom
. Reservoir replacement $325’000 .
) Gladstone - Cassy Lives Skate Park, Gladstone, upgrade
: : : $80,000
$397M . R o : $479,000 Frank and Francie Hart Park,
Benaraby Landfill Stage 3 3 5 Boyne Tannum Community Centre Curtis Island, play unit replacement
Landfill cell development 2 3 O i library floor and Castle Tower
and weighbridge 3 . 3 Building verandahs
......... B 500 G 600000000000 0 o SNSRI
$262,500 C :: $589,000
Wilson Road and 5 5 o . Waratah Crescent, Tannum Sands, $980,000
Lynn Road, Targinnie, : : Stop, Drop and Go bus stop Agnes Street, Agnes Water,
ITe(EL IO 555000000000 000500060000 0 Lo new carpark
A : L T $420,000
ON o S Turkey Beach Road
o . safety improvements :
Y :
3 $79,500
Turkey Beach Park

playground
replacement

: $81,000

* Air Sea Rescue Park,

. Seventeen Seventy,

. playground replacement

$402,500
Don Cameron
Drive, Calliope,
road widening for
High School

$139,700
Bunting Park,
Calliope,
playground
replacement

$650,000
Calliope Cemetery
North upgrade

$2.22M ...................

Yarwun Waste Water
Treatment Plant
upgrades e T

$360 000 Norton and Dawes Streets,
‘ Nagoorin,

Mount Stowe Road, .
bitumen seal upgrade

Yarwun, floodway

upgrade
Blackmanf Ga?p, Road, $200,000 . RedHillRoad, Bororen,d; 1 |;$e1133v(v)a’t2r00
Boyne Valley, Many Peaks causeway upgrade R Roag pavement
floodway upgrade bridge renewal $50 OOO: rehabilitation
............ ’ . .
$895,000 Charnwood Road, : $20 000
Blackman’s Gap Road, Miriam Vale, Granite Creek, bridge renewal >

Ferry Road, Rosedale,

safety improvements $875 625 . culvert structure renewal
’ :

$40,000 John Clifford Way, Hobble Creek,
Macdonald Street, Miriam Vale bridge replacement $225,000
intersection upgrade $1.73N| Round Hill Road, Captain Creek,

Gorge Road, Baffle Creek, ~ safety improvements
bridge replacement

Our Community. Our Future.




Key Services

for the 2020-21 financial year

Gladstone Regional Council’s Vision, ‘Connect. Innovate. Diversify.” guides how we meet the needs of
our community and how we will deliver on them in 2020-21. The figures below represent total spend.

e Library services $3.7M Pest and environmental * Roads $62.9M

management $5.09M
e Arts and culture $6.7M 8 5:09

e Parks $20.8M

Water services $39.5M

Talent and development $2.8M
Local laws $3.6M

Sewerage services $29.2M

e Community development and
support $5.05M

Strategic projects $14.7M

Waste services $25.9M
59 e Economic development $1.6M

Budget by the Numbers

forthe 2020-21 financial year

All Council

N 1% decrease rates & charges Am
in the average
{71 [t frozen BlEcics:

general rate

No increase

in domestic waste
and recycling charges

for rural, residential, commercial
and light industrial land use
ratepayers (categories 1-16
inclusive)

No new
borrowings

$252.32M

$17.8M for the 8
Total Budget ( on waste water and consecutive
water supply year

infrastructure upgrades

$9.6M

on capital
roads projects

$3.1M

on bridge upgrades,
renewals and replacements

$64.8M

for capital works to
maintain and upgrade
key assets and
community projects

$300 $2.2B

515.3M current asset value
- on capital community assets
and facilities projects

pensioner rebate
has increased by $5

S2.4M

(J
OiO on footpath and cycleway upgrades

$4.5M

in capital parks projects
¥ GLADSTONE
REGIONAL COUNCIL
° www.gladstone.qld.gov.au/budget
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