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Commencing at 9.00am  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Leisa Dowling 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
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G/0.3.2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil. 
 
G/0.3.3. MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE 
 
Condolences were received for the passing of Mr Doug Burnett on 28 February 2020. Cr Trevor 
provided a copy of the eulogy presented at Mr Burnett’s funeral – refer Addendum 1.  
 
G/0.3.4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Nil. 
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G/1. MAYORAL STATEMENT OF CURRENT ISSUES 
 
Firstly, I would like to congratulate the staff, students, volunteers and the team at the GECC for the 
fantastic production of the combined schools musical. Seventy-Four students across twelve 
schools; Mount Larcom, catholic schools, state schools, high schools and primary schools. If you 
missed the Wizard of Oz, I’m sorry ladies and gentlemen you have missed a fantastic school 
musical. The students really did an amazing job with the support of their teachers, parents and the 
dedicated staff and volunteers.  
 
We are currently hosting the 40th anniversary reunion of the Fremantle Class Patrol Boats. The 
HMAS Gladstone is one of the Fremantle boats currently at East Shores. Just reminding residents 
that we have written to the Minister of Defense and the Chief of the Navy previously on at least two 
occasions requesting the new offshore patrol vessels currently under construction in Perth that at 
least one of them be named after our great region Gladstone, would be great to see a HMAS 
Gladstone III. 
 
Last night we hosted our first Youth Council meeting here at the Gladstone Regional Council 
Chambers. I would like to congratulate Max Thomson as the new chair and deputy chair Abbey 
Willis, Abbey is from our previous youth council, it’s good to see Abbey taking on a leadership role 
and I’m sure Max will take on the role as chair very well. Goodluck to both Abbey and Max and our 
Youth Council team.  
 
During the past four years we have worked hard to ensure higher levels of Government 
acknowledge the importance of the Gladstone Region to the State and National economy and we 
have been successful in securing significant State and Federal funding over the past four years. 
 
Every dollar returned to our community from higher levels of Government allows us to continue to 
provide the services and infrastructure our growing community needs. 
 
Supporting our local economy, local business and attracting job creating industries to the Region 
has been the priority with a number of small projects and major projects are now either under 
construction, approved, under EIS or in the final investment decision phase.  
 
These job creating projects are exactly what our community needs.  
 
With our world class Port facilities and our proximity to the Southern Great Barrier Reef the 
Gladstone Region will continue to develop and grow.   
 
Over the past four years we have actively promoted our Region’s lifestyle and supported many 
family friendly events. 
 
Last year in partnership with our Youth Council we launched our new Festival of Summer 
specifically for under 17s.  
 
This week long event wrapped up with the Festival of Summer Sounds. 
 
Other family friendly events include Pop Con, Luminous and the Sport and Active Living Festival. 
 
To celebrate 100 years of Gladstone Rugby League we hosted the Gold Coast Titans and Manly 
Sea Eagles, our first ever NRL match at Marley Brown Oval. 
 
This was the beginning of many major events for our Region.  
 
We have supported the economic growth by supporting tourism and small to medium business and 
through our local preference policy. Council is actively encouraging investment in aged care and 
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retirement living through our infrastructure charges incentive scheme. With one project already 
approved in Tannum Sands and the retirement village/aged care facility at the Philip Street 
Community Precinct is currently in the expression of interest phase.  
 
This project would not be possible without the support of the Federal Government $20M grant for 
the duplication of Philip Street. This was the major hurdle preventing retirement living/aged care 
providers proceeding at the site.  
 
Through determination and strong leadership this project is well underway not only providing a 
community services precinct but ensuring our seniors can remain in their community.  
 
Much more has been achieved for our community over the past four years and this wouldn’t have 
been possible without an organisation of hard working officers led by our CEO Leisa Dowling, a 
team of dedicated Councillors, and an amazing network of community volunteers.  
 
Something I’m most proud of is our trainees and apprentices, I have been working personally on 
that for four years not always with support but certainly with the envy of them. I’m so proud to be 
supporting trainees and apprentices as part of our culture to train, educate and deliver quality 
tradesmen and tradeswomen and quality traineeships and apprenticeships for our younger 
generation. I always believe that its fundamental to local government to get out to the schools to 
make students aware of it and if you do not give them the opportunity they will never know what 
local government offers. Whether the 20 trainees and apprentices stay or move on, they will share 
their experiences with all their friends and family as people do not understand they vast array of 
options and opportunities that local government has to offer.  
 
To wrap up this term by thanking everybody, my Deputy Mayor, Councillors, CEO and all Council 
Staff and volunteers.  
 
I wanted the final minutes to say thank you to Maureen Mason for forty years dedication, working 
for six mayors, a whole bunch of Councillors and more staff than you can imagine. Thank you very 
much on behalf of the entire Gladstone Region, for your service to our community.  
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G/2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
G/2.1.  CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES FOR 3 MARCH 2020 
 

File Ref: CM7.2 
  
Purpose: 
  
Confirmation of the minutes of the General Meeting held on 3 March 2020. 
  
Officer's Recommendation: 
  
That the minutes of the General Meeting of Council held on 3 March 2020 be confirmed. 
 
G/20/4120 Council Resolution: 
  
Moved Cr Masters 
Seconded Cr Sobhanian 
  
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
 

CARRIED  
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G/3. OFFICERS' REPORTS 
 
G/3.1.   OFFICER'S REPORTS 
 
G/3.1.1. MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 25 FEBRUARY 

2020 
 
File Ref: FM15.1 
  
Purpose:  
  
This report seeks Council adoption of the Monthly Financial Statements for the 2019-20 year to date, 
for the period ended 25 February 2020.  
  
Officer's Recommendation:  
 
That Council adopt the Monthly Financial Statements attached to the officer’s report for the 2019-
20 year to date, for the period ended 25 February 2020 as required under Section 204 Local 
Government Regulation 2012. 
 
G/20/4121 Council Resolution: 
  
Moved Cr Hansen 
Seconded Cr Churchill 
  
That the Officer's Recommendation be adopted. 
  

CARRIED 
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G/3.1.2. REPEAL OF VACCINATION POLICY 
 
File Ref: CM28.2 
  
Purpose:  
  
This report recommends that Council consider repealing its existing Vaccination Policy and 
manage this matter operationally through a Corporate Standard. 
  
Officer's Recommendation:  
 
That Council repeal P-2017-07 Vaccination Policy. 
   
G/20/4122 Council Resolution: 
  
Moved Mayor Burnett 
Seconded Cr Sobhanian 
  
That Council retain P-2017-07 Vaccination Policy subject to minor amendments to the related 
documents section to reference the most current versions of the documents listed. 
  

CARRIED 
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G/4. DEPUTATIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
G/5. COUNCILLORS REPORT 
 
Nil.  
  
G/6. URGENT BUSINESS 
 
Nil.  
 
G/7. NOTICE OF MOTION 
 
Nil. 
 
G/8. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
Nil. 
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There being no further business the Mayor formally closed the meeting. 
  
 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 09.41am 
  
  

CERTIFICATION 
  
  

I hereby confirm that I have read the minutes and they  
are a true and correct record of the proceedings of the  

meeting. I certify that these 11 pages form the 
official copy of Gladstone Regional Council  

 General Meeting Minutes of the 17 March 2020. 
  
  
 

...................................................... 
Mayor Matt Burnett 

 
  
  

………/………/………... 
Date 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
ADDENDUM 1 
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