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Red benches raise awareness about domestic violence

Gladstone Regional Council is supporting a national initiative to raise awareness about the
problem of domestic and family violence, through the simple act of painting two park benches
bright red.

The benches, which were recently unveiled, are at Gladstone’s Kooyong Park and the Air Sea
Rescue Park in Seventeen Seventy.

Gladstone Region Councillor Desley O’Grady said Council had joined the Red Rose Foundation’s
Red Bench Project to have permanent reminders that domestic violence occurs in all communities.

“The simple act of painting a park bench bright red is designed to make people stop and think
about this important issue,” Councillor O’Grady said.

“Having the red benches in a public area raises awareness and allows the issue to remain visible.

“Our two red benches join over 40 across Australia and feature a plaque as a further reminder that
we can change the ending to domestic violence.”

If you, or someone you know, need safety and support from domestic violence, these services may
be helpful:
e DV Connect: www.dvconnect.org
e Coordinated Community response to Domestic and Family Violence Committee (CCRDFV):
www.gladstoneccrdfv.com.au
e Gladstone Women'’s Health Centre: www.gladstonewomenshealth.org.au
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