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A quick refresher

* Flying-foxes are social animals that roost in
communal camps during the day

« 3 species known to occur in Miriam Vale:
o Black flying-foxes
o Little red flying-foxes and

o Grey-headed flying-foxes

* Important ecological role in plant pollination
& seed dispersal

« All are protected under the Nature
Conservation Act 1992
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Management issues

* Flying-foxes more frequently roosting in
urban areas for reasons unknown

* Increased human-flying-fox interactions
causes community concern

« Management must be authorised and
carefully managed

« Knowledge gaps in flying-fox behaviour
and roost dynamics
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Flying-foxes in Miriam Vale

* Flying-foxes are roosting more
frequently in urban areas

» First observed in Miriam Vale in
2013, at private property in Roe
Street

* Occupied Alf Larson Lions Park &
Tranquillity Walk during 2015/16
and 2016/17 seasons

« High level of impact to community
at Alf Larson Lions Park
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Miriam Vale Flying-fox Management Plan

« Developed in response to
community concern raised by the
presence of flying-fox in Alf Larson
Lions Park

« Endorsed by Council in June 2018

» Details actions to alleviate impacts
to community, including dispersal
from the fig tree in Alf Larson Lions
Park

» Dispersals undertaken in 2017 &
2018
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The risks of dispersal
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2019 Review

 Annual review of Miriam Vale
FFMP

» Repeated community survey to
understand changes in attitudes
and impacts

 Considered actions delivered and
effectiveness in reducing level of
conflict
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2019 Survey key results

» 7 responses received (vs. 59 responses in 2017)

« Respondents continue to feel negatively towards flying-foxes

Number of survey responses How do you feel about flying foxes?

0%

Positive
l 7%
2019 Survey 7
29%
Neutral r W 2019 (7 responses)
16% W 2017 (56 responses)
(+]

77%
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2019 Survey key results

Respondents most impacted at home

‘Reduce faecal drop impacts to residences and businesses’ most important

Shops

Park

Work

Home

0%

If you are negatively impacted by flying foxes:
Where are you being impacted (e.g. home, work,
park, etc.)?

43%
47%

43%

29%
49%
71%
53%

79%
W 2019 (7 responses)

W 2017 (53 responses)

20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Please rank the following statements in order of
importance (1 being the most important)

*Reduce faecal drop in... ple—— 5.7
R edUCE PresenCe Of ... e 6,10
#*Keep flying-foxes out... Ty ————————— 5.8
Avoid damage to... | NN %
Reduce noise/smell... [ NNNGIGNEGEGEGEGT: 5-°
Reduce faecal drop... | NG 586
*Provide flying-fox... pie. 7 15
Protect the flying-foxes... | = 4.33

0 2
*Statement only provided in 2017 survey
**Statement only provided in 2019 survey

W 2019 (7 responses)
W 2017 (58 responses)
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Outcomes of the review

» Dispersal from Alf Larson Lions Park remains as key action

Management
type

_ Alf Larson Lions Park only | Rapid response dispersal from Alf Larson Lions Park

Relocate/retrofit public infrastructure and activities

Applicable to Management actions

_ Maintain/restore roost site
Roosts occurring on

Council-managed land in | Buffers without vegetation removal
Miriam Vale

In-situ
management

Buffers with vegetation removal

Nudging

Education and awareness

Contribute to research

All roosts in Miriam Vale
Flying-fox roost monitoring

Advocate to other levels of government for assistance
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Reducing impacts at your home

3=

We can be good neighbours

We love, love, love to eat
nectar. pollen and fruit.

We roost during the day.
near to our food sources

We're actually quite clean.

and mates. The less However please don’t

We like to fly out at stressed we "V_t° f°}’°h;51-feve';.'tf
dusk to eat, and we are the less we ": l:jure 5 w: Iltehor
return to our roosting . noise we R oL yOur nea

spot at dawn. make. could be compromised.

—— = g Our poo is a bit
! smelly. But honestly, .
it's not a serious i
heaith hazard to
humans. We play an important
role in maintaining the
natural environment

around the Upper

t Hunter.

Our poo is less
corrosive than bird poo
and can be cleaned
away with a bit of hot
soapy water.

i

We are excellent seed

dispersers and flower 3 We can suddonlyoq:é
pollinators. We can ::;::: :; :"’lﬂl : “ﬂ' I:;;’::::B a new camp taking you by
disperse up to 60,000 seeds rely entirely on us for their surpise. We often empty camp ; .
in one night! cortinuadstriical- just as quickly. Although \
sometimes we do get settled
and like to stay. Infections are VERY rare, and risk is
negligible, however we are known
to be carriers of the Australian Bat
Lyssavirus and Hendra virus.
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